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Buy 1 
Get 1 FREE 

Baked Spaghetti
With USF ID
Vaid through 10/22/22

We are hiring for all positions! Apply at https://fazolis.jobs/

https://fazolis.com/
https://www.usffcu.com/usf-students
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It’s like uber, but 
for longer distances.
Hitch o�ers private and shared rides from Tampa to Miami, Orlando, Gainesville, Tallahassee, 
and more. 30% o�  your first four rides (up to $50 o� each ride) CODE: USFNEWS3

https://www.ridehitch.com/
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Finding the best pumpkin spice latte in Tampa
The pumpkin spice latte (PSL) 

is the titular fall drink, perfect 
to warm you up in between 
classes on moody autumn days. 
As such, I did some original 
reporting to uncover, once and 
for all, Tampa’s best pumpkin 
spice latte.

The rating system considers 
five major factors: the quality 
of the latte foam texture, the 
accuracy of the pumpkin spice 
flavor, the quality of the espresso, 
sweetness and presentation.

Shop: Starbucks 
Location: USF Bookstore

To start off the investigation, 
I begin at the festive dessert 
drink’s origins: Starbucks. 
Starbucks developed the PSL 
in January 2003 as a spiritual 
successor to the peppermint 
mocha, and the drink took 
coffee shops across the globe 
by storm.

It would appear this fall drink 
has come a long way from home 
since then, considering this PSL 
earned a 2.2 out of 5 pumpkins 
on my rating system, thanks to 
its across-the-board blah. While 
the bookstore employees were 
welcoming as always, and the 
convenience of the location can’t 
be beaten, the latte itself was 
underwhelming.

Shop: Felicitous (on North 51st 
Street)

Location: Temple Terrace

The little periwinkle house 
on North 51st Street has been a 
staple for finals week and poetry 
slams for USF students for years. 
Felicitous is the place to go if you 
want somewhere artsy, quiet and 
cozy to study or hang out with 
friends. It also hosts live music 
and local markets.

While Felicitous may be No. 1 
in the hearts and minds of USF 
students, it does not top this 
coffee fiend’s PSL list. While the 
latte art tulip earned five stars 
for presentation, the milk foam 
and pumpkin flavor left much to 
be desired, granting this PSL 3.2 
pumpkins out of five.

Shop: Spaddy’s
Location: Seminole Heights

Spaddy’s began as a mobile 
coffee bar in 2015, traveling 
around Tampa Bay to markets 
and events, according to its 
website. In 2016, the little coffee 
car settled down next to Vintage 
Post Marketplace and created its 
outdoor coffee shop where it sold 
bagels and Cuban cheese toast on 
top of the coffee offerings.

A great latte milk texture and 
well-roasted espresso bring this 
local hotspot near the top of the 
list with 4.2 out of five pumpkins.

Shop: Blind Tiger
Location: Ybor City

Blind Tiger was founded in 
Ybor, taking inspiration from the 
cigar city’s historic speakeasies, 
according to its website. With 
seven locations around the city, 
Blind Tiger is a Tampa staple. 
Besides just coffee, the shops offer 
pastries, breakfast sandwiches, 
acai bowls and more. 

With a near-perfect score of 
4.4 out of 5 pumpkins, this PSL 
is bested by only one other in 
Tampa.

Shop: Cozy Coffee Cafe
Location: Temple Terrace

Cozy Coffee Cafe is a 
relatively new addition to 
Tampa’s local coffee scene, but 
since its founding in 2020, the 
family-owned shop has earned a 
plethora of awards for its coffee 
and Cuban sandwich, according 
to its website.

Only a six-minute drive from 
the Tampa campus, Cozy Coffee 
Cafe is worth checking out 
— especially if you’re a fan of 
pumpkin spice. With well-roasted 
espresso, a spot-on pumpkin 
flavor and topped with cinnamon, 
Cozy Coffee Cafe takes the title of 
best PSL in Tampa with a rating 
of 4.6 pumpkins out of five.

By Marcelene Pilcher
O P I N I O N  C O - E D I T O R

  A DV E RT I S I N G  S U P P L E M E N T :  FA L L  F E S T  FA L L  2 0 2 2                 M O N DAY,  S E P T E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2   ●    T H E   O R AC L E 



5

1,2 & 4 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY!  TOURS AVAILABLE MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM AND SATURDAY 10AM-5PM
(813)988-0298  / urbanplace@blackhawkrm.com

URBAN PLACE APARTMENTS
LIVE LIKE YOU’RE ON VACATION!
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https://www.urbanplaceapts.com/
https://www.labelswap.com/
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Places to go this fall in Tampa
Although Tampa may be 

known for its beaches, sports 
teams and Busch Gardens, the 
area is home to a variety of fun 
fall themed activities.

If seeking a Halloween fright 
with friends or a scenic walk 
through the pumpkin patch, the 
spirit of fall is alive. Here are a 
few unique places around USF.

Gallagher’s Pumpkins and 
Christmas Trees

Located in St. Petersburg, 
Gallagher’s Pumpkins and 
Christmas Trees is approximately 
45 minutes from campus. 
Gallagher’s is a seasonal, family 
run establishment open from 
Sept. 19 through mid-December. 

Whether it be for jack-o-
lantern making or seasonal 
home decorations, there is 
a wide variety of pumpkins 
for any visitor to choose from. 
Furthermore, for a head start on 
the Christmas season, Gallagher’s 
is the place to go.

While selling various holiday 
themed decorations, this fall spot 
is also known for its very popular 
photo opportunities. For both 
social media and family pictures, 
there are multiple holiday 
themed sets on site for pictures. 

To make a reservation with 
a photographer, the rate is $25/
hr. The Christmas tree prices 
range from $30 to $99, and 
the pumpkin prices are only 
displayed in person.

Scream-A-Geddon

As fall approaches, so does 
Halloween, meaning its spooky 
season. Scream-A-Geddon 
is a hard core, horror-themed 
park with multiple terrifying 

attractions, located in Dade City 
35 minutes north of campus.

This horror park offers 
six haunted sites, including 
Ravenhill Asylum, Demon’s 
Revenge, Blackpool Prison, 
Bloodwater Bayou, Rage 3D and 
Zombie Paintball Assault. Each 
spot can be very intense, and 
even interactive, so a waiver is 
required in order to enter.

The location also has more 
light hearted features such 
as Bonzo’s Beer Garden and 
Monster Midway (with food 
court) as an opportunity to take a 
break and enjoy food and drinks.

Depending on the date, 
the price of tickets vary, but it 
typically ranges from $26.95 to 
$50.95, with an average around 
$35.

Oktoberfest Tampa

One of the more festive, lively 
fall events students can visit in the 
area is Oktoberfest Tampa. This 
three-day German celebration 

will take place in Curtis Hixon 
Park, in the general downtown 
Tampa area, from Oct. 7-9.

Some of the non-alcoholic 
activities include singing songs, 
learning new customs, trying 
German food, and playing 
traditional German games such 
as Stein Hoisting (a game that 
involves seeing who can hold 
a mug of Stein in the air the 
longest), Carry the Wrench (a 
race where one must carry their 
partner and run) and Grain Sack 
Tossing (who can throw a full 
sack of grain the furthest).

Of course, Oktoberfest 
wouldn’t be Oktoberfest without 
the beer. At Oktoberfest Tampa 
provides a wide variety of beers 
and a selection of various wines, 
as well as other beverages.

Tickets are relatively cheap. 
A one-day pass costs $10 and 
weekend passes are $25.

Hunsader Farms

About an hour and five 

minutes south of USF in Brandon 
lies Hunsader Farms, a cool fall 
spot that may fly under the radar, 
but undeservedly so.

In addition to the Farms 
being fully operational, there are 
a multitude of different things 
to do for all ages. Hunsader 
includes a picturesque antique 
barn (it has been known to be 
used for weddings), a petting zoo, 
the “Farmer’s Wife” ice scream 
and gift shop, and the “old town.”

Hunsader is holding its 31st 
annual pumpkin festival with 
all sorts of fall themed events, 
with admissions being $15 and 
parking being $5.

Despite all of these events and 
activities, Hunsader Farms may 
be most known for its barn-style 
farmer’s market, at which they 
sell a variety of fresh produce. 
One can either peruse through 
the market and buy whatever 
they choose, or one can pick the 
produce themselves. Selection 
varies with season and month, as 
shown on the company’s website.

Fox Squirrel Corn Maze

Open only on weekends from 
Oct. 21-23, Fox Squirrel Corn 
Maze is located 42 minutes away 
from campus in Plant City. The 
maze is known for broadening 
the perspective of the city folk, 
offering insight into the laid back 
lifestyle of rural Florida.

It costs $11 to get into this 
country style spot (parking is 
free), and admission includes 
hayride games and an “unlimited 
maze.” If planning a trip, it is 
advised that everyone wear 
closed-toed shoes. 

In addition to the maze, the 
place includes activities such 
as horse and pony rides, duck 
races, cornhole, dummy steer 
roping, a butterfly garden, a giant 
slingshot and badminton. 

The Fox Squirrel venue also 
hosts the Duck Wallow Lane 
Bluegrass Band to perform live 
country music for visitors.

By Nick Leibinger
C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Hunsader Farms in Brandon hosts a pumpkin festival every year filled with fall activities. SPECIAL TO THE ORACLE/hunsaderfarms.com 
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Burlington      FOOD COURT        Grand‘s       LOOK Dine-In Cinemas
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https://www.universitymalltampa.com/
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Books to get in the 
fall spirit 

There’s no better way to get 
into the fall spirit than reading. 

Curl under a blanket, drink 
some hot chocolate or a pumpkin 
spice latte and read one of these 
five books to get into the fall 
spirit.  

The Secret History
 by Donna Tartt

Every college student should 
be required to read The Secret 
History. Full of academia, this 
book showcases a friend group 
at an elite New England college. 
It starts out with the story of a 
loveable friend group.  

By the end of the book, one of 
them is dead. This novel is full of 
obsession, secrets and betrayal. 
It is in depth and eerie, making it 
perfect for the fall.  

Jude the Obscure 
by Thomas Hardy

Anything written by Hardy 
is odd and unique. You cannot 
help but keep reading due to the 
craziness of the stories. Set in the 
1800s, Jude the Obscure follows 
Jude Fawley as he makes his way 
through his unlucky life.  

He is a man full of desire for 
learning and trying to make his 
way in the world. Throughout 
the book, his love life is extremely 
unsuccessful. This tragedy is 
perfect for fall for its bizarre 
twists and turns.

Cloud Cuckoo Land
 by Anthony Doerr

This book is full of many 
different characters during 
many different timelines. Cloud 

Cuckoo Land is about how books 
impact people from different 
centuries. 

Following an orphan in 
Constantinople, a man in 
modern-day Idaho and a girl in 
the future of life on Mars. It is an 
epic story tale of mystery, perfect 
for fall afternoons.  

Rebecca 
by Daphne Du Maurier

If you love Taylor Swift drama, 
this is for you. The 21-year-old 
main character falls in love with 
an older man. He is perfectly 
charming living a whimsical, 
yet mysterious life. His previous 
wife Rebecca has just died, yet 
her shadow still influences the 
mansion. 

The protagonist is haunted 
by Rebecca’s shadow, until she 
uncovers the truth that makes 
her question everything. This 
book is a sad beautiful tragedy 
perfect for the whimsical fall 
weather.

Stoner 
by John Williams

Written in such a beautiful 
way, the reader follows the life 
of Stoner. Love, hardship and 
persistence all are learned by 
reading about Stoner’s life. 

He goes from a farmer boy to 
an intellectual Professor. Stoner’s 
love for literature allows him to 
remember the goodness in life. 
This gothic book will leave you 
heartbroken. 

By Abigail Nichols
C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Top three horror movies you 
may not have seen yet

By now, everyone is familiar 
with the classic thrillers like 
Friday the 13th and Halloween.

If you’ve seen those and are 
looking for something different 
to watch this Halloween, here are 
a few options.

Winchester

Released in 2018, this movie is 
actually based on the true story 
of the most haunted house in the 
world: the Winchester Mansion. 

Sarah Winchester, heiress to 
the Winchester fortune, insists 
on continuous construction to the 
mansion, constantly having new 
rooms built and then promptly 
torn back down. She claims 
that this is to help the spirits of 
those killed by Winchester rifles. 
Sarah’s concerns are brushed off 
as nothing more than grief and 
delusion, but her friends and 
family later find out that there is 
more to her paranoia. 

Winchester tells the stories of 
the inhabitants of the mansion, 
both living and dead. 

Crimson Peak

This 2015 movie is directed 
by Guillermo del Toro who 
described it as a “ghost story and 
gothic romance.” 

The story follows aspiring 
author Edith Cushing from New 
York to a remote mansion in the 
English countryside with her new 
husband. Throughout the movie, 
Edith uncovers more and more 
secrets about her new family and 
their home. 

Pan’s Labyrinth

From the same director as 
Crimson Peak, Pan’s Labyrinth is 
set in post-Civil War Spain and 
was released in 2006. 

Ofelia, a young girl with a 
love of fairy tales, goes with her 
mother to live with her cruel 
step-father, Captain Vidal. Ofelia 
then follows a “fairy” into the 
woods one evening and ends up 
swept into a world of fantastical 

creatures and a dark labyrinth 
from one of her fairy tales. 

The movie switches back and 
forth from Ofelia’s time in the 
labyrinth to events happening in 
the real world. It does a fantastic 
job of combining fantasy horror 
with real world darkness with 
plenty of twists and turns 
throughout. 

By Rachel Beaird
A S S I S T A N T  O P I N I O N  E D I T O R

From ghost stories to creature features, these films are perfect 
for falling into the halloween spirit. SPECIAL TO THE ORACLE/
UNSPLASH
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THINGS TO DO
EVENTS
USF TAMPA CAMPUS EVENTS
Center for Student Involvement
https://www.usf.edu/student-a�airs/involvement/index.aspx 

Fall Pumpkin Festival
Sept 24th
Raprager Family Farms
16097 Boy Scout Rd., Odessa
https://rapragerfamilyfarms.com/pumpkin-festival/ 

Howl-O-Scream
Select nights from Sept 9 – Oct 31
Busch Gardens Tampa
https://buschgardens.com/tampa/events/howl-o-scream/

SCREAM-A-GEDDON
Sept 11-Oct 31
27839 Saint Joe Rd
Dade City, FL 33525
https://screamageddon.com/buy-tickets/category/hours/ 

Uncorked: Tampa Wine Fest
Sat, Oct 1st
Museum of Science & Industry
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uncorked-tampa-wine-fest-
tickets-375475576557?a�=ebdssbcitybrowse 

Oktoberfest Tampa 2022
Fri, Oct 7th
Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/oktoberfest-tampa-
2022-ga-tickets-331445491387?a�=ebdssbcitybrowse 

Tailgate Taste Fest
Sat, Oct 15th
Curtis Hixon Park – Tampa
https://www.tailgatetastefest.com/ 

ViVa Tampa Bay Hispanic Heritage Festival
Date TBD / see site for updates
Harvey Perry Sr. Park
900 E. Scott Street, Tampa
http://www.vivatampabayfestival.com/ 

18th Annual Wesley Chapel Fall Festival
Oct 29 & 30th
Tampa Premium Outlets
2300 Grand Cypress Dr., Lutz
https://www.northtampabaychamber.com/events/details/
18th-annual-wesley-chapel-fall-festival-18243 

Halloween Lighted Boat Parade
Sat, Oct 29th
Riverwalk Downtown Tampa
https://thetampariverwalk.com/events-news/
events/halloween-boat-parade.html 

5th Annual Halloween Bar Crawl
Sat, Oct 29th
James Joyce Irish Pub & Eatery
1724 E. 8th Ave., Tampa
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-5th-annual-
halloween-bar-crawl-tampa-tickets-346718302777 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FAIR
Nov 3 – 13, 2022
Hillsborough County Fair Grounds
215 Sydney Washer Road, Dover, Fl 33527
https://hillsboroughcountyfair.com/2022-fair/ 

ADVENTURES
A Nightmare on Franklin Street
Tampa Theatre
711 N. Franklin St., Tampa
https://tampatheatre.org/live-event-category/nightmare/ 

EMPOWER Adventures Tampa Bay
423 Lafayette Blvd., Oldsmar
https://www.zipontampabay.com/ 

Epperson Lagoon
31885 Overpass Rd, Wesley Chapel
https://www.metrolagoons.com/lagoon/epperson/ 

Kraken Cycleboats
Downtown Tampa
https://www.krakencycleboats.com/tampa 

LASEROPS Extreme Gaming Arcade
6283 W. Waters Ave., Tampa
https://www.laserops.com/

Pirate Water Taxi
Downtown Tampa
https://www.piratewatertaxi.com/ 

Safari Wilderness Ranch
10850 Moore Rd., Lakeland
https://safariwilderness.com/ 

Sky Zone Indoor Trampoline Parks
10137 E. Adamo Dr., Tampa
North Tampa location coming soon!
https://www.skyzone.com/ 

Tampa Bay Fun Boat
Downtown Tampa
https://tampabayfunboat.com/ 

Tampa Terrors Ghost Tours
711 N. Franklin St., Tampa
https://tampaterrors.com/ 

The Dali Museum
One Dali Blvd., St. Pete
https://thedali.org/ 

Urban Kai Stand Up Paddleboarding
310 W. 7th Ave., Tampa
13090 Gandy Blvd., St. Pete
https://www.urbankai.com/ 

USF ADVENTURE TRIPS
USF RIVERFRONT PARK
USF CHALLENGE COURSE
USF Recreation & Wellness
Usf.edu/campusrec

Ybor City Historic Walking Tours
1600 E. 8th Ave, Suite B104, Tampa
https://www.ybor.org/vic/ybor-tours/

FALL 
FEST
FALL 
FEST
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Universal partners with The Weeknd 
for Halloween Horror Nights

Universal’s Halloween Horror 
Nights is one of the most looked 
forward to events of the fall 
in Florida. For over 30 years, 
thousands have visited Orlando 
to experience the adrenaline-
inducing scare zones and 
haunted houses. 

This year, Horror Nights will 
feature a new haunted house in 
collaboration with pop superstar 
Abel “The Weeknd” Tesfaye.

The house, called The 
Weeknd: After Hours Nightmare, 

is open on select nights between 
Sept. 2 and Oct. 31. Guests 
can step into the mind of the 
singer-songwriter and immerse 
themselves in the “nightmares” 
that inspired his 2020 After 
Hours record.

While it is not a direct retelling 
of the album, the attraction 
features imagery inspired by 
music videos during the album’s 
run. Songs like “Blinding Lights” 
and “Heartless” will serve as a  
soundtrack to the experience.

Orlando senior show director 
Charles Gray said the haunted 
house builds on the themes of 

After Hours visuals.
“It is a ‘fever dream’ hellscape 

about surviving L.A. and the 
horrors that come with it,” 
Gray said in an interview with 
Entertainment Weekly.

“It’s entering the nightmares 
that were the muse for his songs. 
There’s a lot of surrealistic, 
horrific imagery as we [expanded 
upon scenarios] inspired by the 
videos.”

Tesfaye spoke amicably about 
the collaboration and how it was 
a natural progression from the 
work he’s done in his visuals in a 
press release with Entertainment 

Weekly.
“I always wanted my own 

Halloween Horror Nights 
haunted house, as Halloween 
has always been significant to 
my music, so this is a total dream 
come to life,” he said. “I feel like 
my music videos have served as a 
launching pad for a collaboration 
like this, and I cannot wait 
for people to experience this 
madness.”

Gray and John Murdy, 
executive producer of Halloween 
Nights at Universal Studios 
Hollywood, were also very 
optimistic about the result of 

their partnership in an interview 
with Vibe magazine. 

“We are thrilled to take 
guests inside of the mind of The 
Weeknd, who is a Halloween 
Horror Nights fan himself,” 
Murdy said. 

“This is an unprecedented 
haunted house that is going to 
shatter the expectations of our 
guests,” Gray said. “And immerse 
them in an unforgettable 
experience that is equally 
unexpected and terrifying.”

By Aaron Mammah
C O R R E S P O N D E N T
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Best Buddies is a nonproot organization  
dedicated to enhancing the lives of 

people with intellectual disabilities  by 
providing opportunities for one -to-one 

friendships  and integrated employment. 
Even spending a few minutes with a 

person with an intellectual and 
dedevelopmental disability makes them feel 

happy and full  of l ife. Here at USF, we 
promote an inclusive environment  

where people with IDD can beciome more 
conndent and social within their 

community.
bestbuddiesonline.org
Clairewisth@usf.edu
Bestbuddiesusf
BestBuddiesUSF2020
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