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Turning your closet into a WFH space
Whether you’re just testing 

the waters of working from home 
or months into your routine, you 
may be ready for a change in 
scenery when it comes to the 
space you’re working in.

You may already have adopted 
plenty of healthy working from 
home (WFH) habits over the past 
year, but you are still lacking one 
major thing — a proper home 
office. While many of us aren’t 
ready or able to head back into 
an actual office or classroom 
yet, you don’t need to leave the 
comfort of your own home to 
change up your WFH space. 
Enter, the closet office.

Depending on your living 
situation, you may not have the 
ability to dedicate a space to a 
complete WFH setup. Instead, 
take advantage of the area you 
already have that you may not 
be getting full use of — a linen 
closet, a small nook in your living 
room — and transform it into 
your new home office.

Plan out your new WFH space 

Before you begin shifting 
around furniture, clearing 
out your closet or buying a 
completely new desk setup, make 
a plan that you can stick to when 
turning your closet into a WFH 
space. First, think about the nook 
or closet you are planning on 
turning into a workspace and 
ask yourself if it can make an 
effective workspace.

Does the space have easy 
access to an electric outlet? 
Does it get a good internet 
signal? You definitely don’t 
want to go through the effort of 
transforming your space when 
you have no internet access, or 
worse, no ability to plug in any 

devices or lighting.
Next, envision yourself 

actually working in that space. 
Would the space make you 
feel too claustrophobic to be 
productive? If you’re thinking 
it’s looking a little too cozy for 
comfort, you may want to choose 
another location. Make sure 
the space is something that you 
will actually feel productive and 
comfortable in.

Unleash your dream design

Once you’ve picked out the 
right space for your new WFH 
setup, you’ll want to design it to 
be the perfect spot for yourself to 
work at. Just as you would with 
any workspace, start with your 
work surface and build around 
that.

You may already have a desk 
or table handy that would fit in 

the closet space you’re choosing, 
so it may just be a matter of 
moving around some furniture.

Depending on how small your 
closet or nook space is, you may 
also opt for a less traditional 
“desk” and want to look into 
getting a small table that would 
fit better in your new workspace, 
or you may elect to install a 
floating desk that is perfectly 
measured to fit in your new space 
and that has the ability to fold up 
to save space when not in use.

Make sure your space is well lit, 
especially if your closet or nook 
is tucked into a corner that your 
main source of lighting doesn’t 
quite reach. Add in a lamp or two 
to brighten the area or install a 
more permanent lighting fixture 
to get all the light you need in 
your new WFH space.

Focus on storage and 
organization 

As with any other desk setup, 
you’ll want to make sure you 
have everything you need within 
reach, whether it be from your 
chargers and devices to your 
notebooks and writing utensils.

Place a small bookshelf or 
cabinet below your work table to 
get in some extra hidden storage. 
If you don’t have much floor 
space to work with, use your 
wall space to install shelves to 
incorporate more storage and a 
touch of decor into your space.

If you are moving your desk 
setup into a closet space that 
already has an organizational 
unit or shelves, see how you’re 
able to transform it and use it 
in a way that works better for 
storing everything you need for 
your workspace.

With a space as small as a 
closet or nook, you’ll want to 
make sure you are staying 
organized and maximizing every 
inch of space that you have. If 
you have more floor space, opt 
for a larger desk or more storage 
units that you can place beside or 
under your desk.

If you don’t have much floor 
space, but a ton of wall space to 
work with, make use of the empty 
space above your desk. If you 
don’t have much space to work 
with at all, consider something 
on wheels, like a rolling cart, 
that you can move closer to your 
WFH space when needed.

You don’t need a whole room 
to create your very own home 
office. Start with what you have, 
and you’ll be surprised with how 
you can transform your space 
into the perfect WFH setup.

By Kaitlin Hurtado
U L O O P

Working from home could be tough if  you don’t have the space for it, but there are ways to take advantage of  the areas available to you. 
PEXELS
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Budget-friendly cooking tips for beginners

Moving into off-campus 
housing is a liberating step for 
many college students, especially 
after you’ve lived in a tiny dorm 
room. There’s plenty of room in 
off-campus apartments for you 
and your roommates to divvy up 
and decorate as you please. 

In addition to providing extra 
space, off-campus housing can be 
an excellent learning experience. 
You’ll have a much bigger space 
to take care of, so it’s a great 
stepping stone for moving into 
your own place after college. 

One major difference between 
on-campus and off-campus 
housing is that you’ll most likely 
have a bigger kitchen, which 
means you have room to learn 
one major life skill — cooking. 
It’s not as hard as it sounds, and 
there are plenty of affordable 
ways to cook on a budget. Check 
out these tips for learning how 
to cook in a simple and cost-
effective way.

Start with basic staple foods

There’s no need to jump into 
complicated recipes when you’re 
first learning to cook. Start out 
with some easy and affordable 
basics. Every off-campus college 
student should master three 
foods: eggs, pasta and rice. 

You can pick up each of these 
basics at the grocery store for 
under $5, and there’s plenty 
of room to get creative. From 
scrambled to sunny side up, you 
can cook your eggs however 
you like. For pasta, you can add 
different sauces and toppings to 
your favorite dry pasta shapes. 
The same goes for rice since 
you can add any seasonings or 
veggies.

Research ingredient 
substitutions 

It’s perfectly fine to switch 
up recipe ingredients in favor of 
making it more affordable, once 
you’re comfortable doing so. 
You’d be surprised at just how 
many ingredients are replaceable, 
which is great for saving money 
and last-minute recipes. 

There are a few substitutes 
for eggs, including mayonnaise. 
Margarine and vegetable 
shortening are common 
substitutes for butter, while 
allspice can be recreated 
using cinnamon and ground 
cloves. Just be sure to research 
substitutions before you proceed, 
as some are best used only in 
certain circumstances.

Grocery shop with a budget 
and a plan

You’ll want to head into the 
grocery store with a game plan 
and a budget. Before your first 
cooking session, add some 
cooking essentials to your 
shopping list like oils, flour, 
sugar and canned goods. These 
are always great to keep on hand 
at home. 

Try to map out some meals 
for the week and take note of the 
necessary ingredients. Be on the 
lookout for any grocery coupons 
or student discounts and try to 
stick to store brands to save some 
money.

Keep basic herbs and spices on 
hand

When you’re first learning 
to cook, you may only have a 
handful of simple recipes to 
rotate through. Practice makes 
perfect, so you’ll want to keep 
trying these recipes over and 

over. However, repeat meals can 
get boring quickly. 

Spices and herbs are a great 
and inexpensive way to jazz 
things up. Garlic, basil, chili 
powder, cinnamon, onion 
powder, nutmeg and even taco 
seasoning are just a few herbs 
and spices to keep in your pantry. 
These add a ton of flavor to basic 
meals like pasta and rice, so 
you can keep switching it up. 
Experimentation is a crucial part 
of learning to cook.

Watch cooking videos on 
YouTube

You don’t need lessons from 
your city’s top chef to learn how 
to cook. Cooking lessons come 
at no cost from one very useful 
resource — YouTube. Cooking 
videos are a great tool, especially 
if you’re more of a visual learner. 

Studying recipes and 
cookbooks often isn’t enough 
to fully understand what you’re 
doing. You may have seen 
Tasty videos floating around 
at one point or another — this 
channel is excellent for recipe 
walkthroughs. Bon Appetit, 
Binging With Babish and Food 
Network are also great cooking 
YouTube channels. You can learn 
everything from basic starter 
skills to more complicated 
recipes.

Get creative with leftovers

Cooking your own meals can 
often lead to leftovers, but don’t 
throw them out. Leftovers are 
great for busy days when you 
don’t necessarily have time to 
cook a full meal. They can also 
save you some money, because 
you can plan to eat leftovers 

one or two days a week instead 
of buying ingredients for new 
meals every day. 

Instead of eating the exact 
same thing, you can get creative 
and use your leftovers to whip 
up something new. For example, 
chicken is very versatile — you 
may want to cook a chicken 
dinner one night and then cut up 
the leftovers to put in a salad the 
next day. This way, you’re cutting 
out some cooking steps yet still 
eating a new meal.

Moving into off-campus 
housing is a great opportunity 
for learning to cook on a budget. 
If you’re able to get a smaller 
meal plan at your school, you 
may even wish to start out one 
semester by eating some meals in 
the dining hall and cooking the 
rest at home. Ease into cooking 
skills and take your time. 

By Elise Nelson
U L O O P

Regardless of  experience, YouTube channels offer several step-by-step videos teaching your favorite 
recipe. PEXELS/Dana Tentis
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WEEK SIX

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM

1-800-GO-BULLS • USFBULLSTIX.COM

get your tickets now !

https://gousfbulls.com/sports/2020/3/11/bulls-tickets.aspx
https://gousfbulls.com/sports/2020/3/11/bulls-tickets.aspx


42 North is packed full of ameni�es that fit your busy 
lifestyle. Our community is fully renovated and is built to 
make you feel right at home. Not only does 42 North 
have some of the biggest bedrooms around USF, we also 
provide access to three Bull Runner stops. You and your 
friends will love our fire pits, 24-hour fitness center, 
updated clubhouse with free prin�ng, hammock garden, 
jacuzzi and renovated pool.  h�ps://www.42-north.com/ 

Something be�er is wai�ng at HUB Tampa. We offer 
students everything they need to achieve a balanced 
lifestyle. Our residents enjoy upscale ameni�es and 
spacious apartments near USF, all within minutes of 
Tampa’s best shopping and dining. Take advantage of 
our roo�op pool & hot tub, fitness center with classes & 
spa nights, HUB+ mansion upgrades, energy efficient 
appliances & ligh�ng, pet friendly and so much more!   
h�ps://huboncampus.com/tampa/

Campus Lodge offers off-campus student apartments in 
Tampa, FL near USF and Hillsborough Community College. 
Our apartments offer pla�num upgrades with luxury wood-s-
tyle plank floors, quartz countertops, modern appliances, and 
upgraded LED ligh�ng. Our residents come home to amazing 
ameni�es such as resort-style pool, 24/7 fitness center, 
basketball court, a 24/7 computer lab and poolside grilling 
sta�on! Take our virtual tour or stop in to see what the lodge 
life is all about! h�ps://campuslodgetampa.com/ 

Welcome home to Urban Place Apartments, just steps away 
from USF! Our community offers a sparkling pool, real sand 
beach, brand new large outdoor TV & lounge! Get in shape at 
our 24-hour fitness center and keep the earth in shape by 
contribu�ng to our community garden! Our newly renovated 
interiors come with granite countertops, stainless steel applian-
ces, �le backsplash, new roman style interior doors, faux wood 
blinds, full size washer & dryer in unit and more! We are also 
PET FRIENDLY! h�ps://www.urbanplaceapts.com/ 
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https://campuslodgetampa.com/
https://www.42-north.com/
https://huboncampus.com/tampa/
https://www.urbanplaceapts.com/
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ORGANIZATIONS

BullsConnect

USF GEOLOGY CLUB
COME JOIN

WHY?

WHERE & WHEN?

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

TO MEET OTHERS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN GEOLOGY AND THE OUTDOORS!
 

THE CLUB WILL HOST SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES (WITH FOOD PROVIDED!) TO
MEET FELLOW GEOLOGY STUDENTS AS WELL AS THOSE INTERESTED IN THE

SUBJECT, GET OUT TO NATURE WHILE EXPLORING THE GEOLOGY OF THE
TAMPA AREA, PROVIDE RESEARCH CONNECTIONS TO GET INVOLVED IN

RESEARCH, AND NETWORK WITH USF GEOLOGY ALUMNI.
 

OPEN TO ALL MAJORS!

WE MEET WEDNESDAYS AT 4PM EVERY OTHER WEEK IN
SCA 5TH FLOOR-MARCIN MUSEUM

9/15 GEOLOGY CLUB MOVIE / GAME NIGHT
9/29 GEOLOGY CLUB RESEARCH SHOWCASE
10/13 GEOLOGY CLUB MOVIE / GAME NIGHT

10/27 GEOLOWEEN (HALLOWEEN) EVENT
11/17 GEOLOGY CLUB END OF SEMESTER EVENT

@USFGEOLOGYCLUB  @GEOLOGYCLUBUSF

OFF CAMPUS EVENTS: 

10/23 GEOLOGY CLUB KAYAKING TRIP

https://bullsconnect.usf.edu/login_only?redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbullsconnect.usf.edu%2fgroups
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42-NORTH.COM | 813.327.7508  
14502 VALOR CIRCLE | TAMPA, FL 33613   

LEASE FOR FALL 
2022 AT OUR LOW 
RATES AND SAVE 

$300 WITH WAIVED 
ADMIN FEES!

WHERE 
YOU’RE FREE 
TO Be Different

Subscribe to The Weekly Roundup, 
The Oracle’s weekly newsletter.

https://www.42-north.com/
https://www.ticketmaster.com/fall-dance-concert/event/0D005B45CC33BF33?refArtist=K8vZ917u_n7
https://usforacle.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=88701aa69b607abb1b851c611&id=bf75381368
https://usforacle.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=88701aa69b607abb1b851c611&id=bf75381368
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Burlington       Dillard‘s        Grand‘s

https://www.universitymalltampa.com/


M O N DAY,  O C T O B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1     ●    T H E   O R AC L E                               H O U S I N G  G U I D E  FA L L  2 0 2 1 13

How to handle noisy neighbors
Your home is supposed to 

be a safe haven, a quiet place 
where you can rest, recharge and 
rejuvenate as a college student. 
A quiet, ambient home is an 
important aspect of making your 
dorm room, apartment or house 
a restful place to live.

If your neighbors are not 
being respectful and are being 
loud and noisy, it can make you 
feel less safe, more irritated, less 
rested and straight-up mad.

But what exactly can you do 
about it, after all? They are your 
neighbors, and you don’t want 
to sour the relationship if you 
don’t have to. It could lead to 
further complications that you 
don’t need or want.

Read on to learn what to do 
about noisy neighbors so you can 
create strategies that will work 
for you.

Courtesy knock

It might seem like a cliché, but 
one of the first things you can do 
to let your neighbor know they 
are being a little bit too noisy is 
to give them a courtesy knock.

Whether it’s a next-door 
neighbor and you have to 
knock on the wall between your 
apartments or it’s an upstairs 
neighbor and you have to knock 
on the ceiling, just give a knock 
so they are aware there is a 
problem.

Don’t be so quiet with your 
knock that they don’t hear you, 
but also try to avoid making your 
knock really aggressive, which 
might create tension between 
the two of you unnecessarily. 
Perhaps they don’t realize they’re 
being loud, or more likely just 
how loud they are being.

While a courtesy knock might 
feel a bit brusque, it is often the 
simplest and easiest solution for 
a noise complaint.

Contact your neighbor

Should the loud noises persist, 
the next step is to contact your 
neighbor directly. If you have 
their contact info and have texted 
or called them in the past, you 
may be able to just let them know 
directly over a call or through 
text that they’re being a little bit 
too loud.

If communicating with them 
via the phone is not a precedent 
you already have set or you’re 
not too familiar with each other, 
you probably need to talk to your 
neighbor in person. This can be 
really intimidating for a lot of 
reasons, but if you do everything 
you can to be respectful, 

considerate and appropriate 
when addressing your concerns, 
then hopefully all will go well.

Make sure to approach them 
at an appropriate time of day, to 
stay civil and level-headed and 
not be aggressive in your airing 
of the complaint. Your neighbor 
might get defensive if you come 
on the offensive, so try to stay 
pleasant and cordial.

Your neighbor probably 
doesn’t want any bad blood 
either, and they’ll potentially 
appreciate the fact you brought it 
up with them directly rather than 
jumping ahead and speaking to 
the landlord right away. Give 
them a chance to resolve the 
situation.

Let the landlord know

If communicating with your 
neighbor directly doesn’t work, 

whether they become really 
defensive and refuse to temper 
the volume level or if they 
inadvertently are too loud over 
and over again, then you need 
to let your landlord or property 
manager know.

Your neighbor might be trying 
to be quieter, but if they fail to do 
so again and again then you need 
to go above their head. They are 
an adult and need to be able to 
take responsibility for their own 
actions. You might feel guilty, but 
you deserve a quiet place to live, 
especially when you’re paying for 
it.

And if your neighbor has 
become really defensive or 
aggressive toward you because 
you approached them, this needs 
to be included in your complaint 
to the landlord.

File an official complaint

If your landlord refuses 
to take action or their actions 
are minuscule and accomplish 
nothing, then it’s time to get out 
the big guns. What this means 
is that it’s time to file an official 
noise complaint with the city and 
the police.

This should only be for 
serious infractions. There are city 
ordinances that monitor noise so 
read up on what your local laws 
say and make sure your noise 
complaint truly does fit within 
the qualifications of a report to 
this level of authority.

You deserve a quiet and safe 
space to live in, so hopefully 
these strategies will help you 
to make and keep your home a 
quiet space.

By Danielle Wirsansky
U L O O P

Dealing with loud neighbors can be tough, but it’s important to be polite and respectful when discussing the issue with them. PEXELS/
Liza Summer



   H O U S I N G  G U I D E  FA L L  2 0 2 1                                  M O N DAY,  O C T O B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1   ●    T H E   O R AC L E 14

located near USF WITH:
SPACIOUS FLOOR PLANS

PRIVATE BATHROOMS
FREE PARKING

ON THE HART BUS LINE

SIGN FOR FALL 2022 AT THE LOWEST RATE! 
Secure your space and tour today!

CAMPUSLODGETAMPA.COM | 813.454.0240
*Restrictions apply, limited gift cards available.

https://campuslodgetampa.com/
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Upgrade your living room on a budget
If someone were to tell you 

your living room will look 10 
times more expensive, and your 
total investment comes in at 
under $50, would you believe 
them? Odds are you wouldn’t, 
and you also wouldn’t be alone.

It is possible to upgrade your 
space without breaking the bank, 
so regardless of your budget, 
there’s the potential for a major 
overhaul of your space. But 
where do you even begin, and 
what products should you look 
for? Here are six, inexpensive 
items that will totally transform 
your living space.

1. Baskets and Trays

A plain-Jane coffee table is 
almost pointless without some 
décor to add that “wow” factor, 
which is why you should always 
incorporate baskets into your 
decorating techniques for those 
areas.

Simply placing your remotes 
into a basket adds something 
to the aesthetic that’s visually 
appealing and practical, and can 
really make all the difference. 
Plus, it’s actually more convenient 
for you, so win-win!

If you have an ottoman, you 
should invest in a fashionable 
tray to place coasters and 
decorative pieces on. This is a 
small purchase that adds a lot in 
terms of décor.

2. Picture Frames

Naked walls, even if well 
painted, are pretty boring, which 
is why you should definitely 
invest in some picture frames 
to really elevate your look. Not 
everyone can afford unique, 
beautiful artwork, but some 

cheap picture frames dressed up 
on a photo wall? Now that’s a 
showstopper.

You can even add frames to 
the various end tables and other 
surfaces in your living room that 
may look bare at the moment. 
Simply pick a frame that matches 
your other décor, and you’re all 
set.

3. Plants/Natural Décor

There’s no simple way to 
describe what effect plants and 
natural décor have on a place 
other than to say it makes it more 
lively. You don’t need to break the 
bank here, but a couple of plants 
in your living room will really 
add something to it.

If the budget is really tight, 
don’t bother going shopping. 
Simply bring home some 
elements from the outside world 
you like such as pine cones, 
and create a DIY centerpiece 
by filling a clear jar with them. 
Simple, effective and won’t cost 
you much at all.

4. Mirrors

Mirrors are not exclusive to 
the bathroom, nor should they 
be. You should be bringing 
mirrors into other areas of your 
living space as they not only 
add dimension but can actually 
change the perceived dimensions 
of your space.

Add a large mirror to the top 

of a fireplace, or a farmhouse-
style mirror to an otherwise 
empty wall and you’ve just taken 
your living from relatively boring 
and bland to absolutely stunning 
in a matter of seconds, and with 
limited spending.

5. Candles

If you’re anything like me, you 
likely use candles on a daily basis 
for the calming aromas as well as 
the way they look in your room. 
However, have you ever actually 
left them out, or selected candles 
based on their appearance?

Adding candles to your décor 
is actually a great way to improve 
the look of your space, and again, 
this is a design option that isn’t 

going to break the bank. Choose 
candles with colors that match 
your room, or choose show-
stopping containers that really 
elevate their look. You’ll not only 
get more usage out of them, but 
you’ll also find that you love 
what they do to the space around 
them.

6. Books

There’s something to be said 
for the decorative power of books, 
crazy as that may sound. And no, 
this isn’t to say you should have 
a giant bookshelf with only the 
classics.

Adding a coffee table book to 
the center of your room can add 
something to it, and again, it’s not 
going to cost you much. You can 
stack a few of your favorite books 
to a shelf, or maybe even add a 
book with a beautiful jacket to 
your end tables for an elevated 
look there. However you utilize 
them, they can really do wonders 
to your space.

Living rooms are beautiful 
places to hang out and 
decompress from the day, but 
when you’re on a budget, it’s more 
than possible they’re simply a 
room with a couch, television 
and little to no décor.

Your bank account is safe and 
your décor is fit to be upgraded 
at a fraction of the price that 
you originally thought. These 
six, inexpensive items will not 
only transform your living 
space by giving it the upgrade 
it desperately needs, but you’ll 
also find that you look forward to 
spending time there, making the 
money spent totally worth it.

By Victoria Robertson
U L O O P

From plants to books, there are plenty of  ways to give your living room a fresh look without breaking 
the bank. PIXABAY
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https://nynypizzeria.com/

