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Join us for the second annual USF Transportation Day! USF 
Holly Drive will be closed from USF 

Myrtle Drive to USF Genshaft Drive, for students, faculty, staff 
and visitors to enjoy a totally car-free zone! Enjoy fun and 

interactive activities on the open street.

FEBRUARY 27TH 10:30AM-3:00PM | USF HOLLY DRIVE

HOSTED BY THE USF CENTER FOR URBAN TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH
SEE FACEBOOK FOR MORE DETAILS

https://www.usffcu.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2518109075141796/
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CHOOSING AN APARTMENT
A SAFETY GUIDE

DOORS: WHAT TO LOOK FOR
• All outside doors are solid core or metal-clad in construction

• If hinges are on the outside, the pins are the non-removable type

• All outside doors have deadbolt locks

• Sliding glass doors have screws in the frame that prevent the doors from being lifted 
up and out of the tracks

• Sliding glass doors have a secondary security device (Charlie bar or dowl)

LANDSCAPING: WHAT TO LOOK FOR
Does the landscaping create “blind spots” which allow someone to stand or crouch unobserved by your window?                            

Shrubs or other plants around the apartment should be trimmed back to allow for a clear view of all windows and doors.                    
These items should be kept less than 2 feet tall or below the lower edge of your window. 

DOOR LOCK TYPES
• Double Deadbolt – requires a key to operate it from both sides

• Single Deadbolt – requires a key on the exterior and thumb-turn on the inside.

• The bolts in each of these should have a 1-inch throw into the door jam. 

ABOUT STRIKE PLATES
A strike plate is found on the doorframe where the lock catches and it should                 
have an extended surface area.  The strike plate itself should be embedded                         

in the door’s frame and 2 x 4 studs with 3-inch wood screws. 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING:  
WHAT TO LOOK FOR
• Entrances are well-lit

• Llights turn on automatically  
at night

• All lights work properly and are 
protected or placed at a  
height that will not allow the  
casual removal of bulbs

• Parking lots are well illuminated 

EXTERIOR DOOR TYPES
• Solid wood or wood core – High 

Security

• Metal-Clad – High Security

• Hollow Core – Poor Security

• Sliding Glass – Poor Security

FENCES AND PARKING AREAS: WHAT TO LOOK FOR
• Fences or gates do not block visibility of window, walkways, yard, entrances or parking areas

• All parking spaces or carports have good lighting and allow for an unobstructed view of the entire area

SPECIAL SECURITY TIPS
• Engrave all property (TV,  DVD player, laptop computer, camera, etc.).  

Your driver’s license number is a good choice. 

• Use extra security when living in an apartment on the ground floor. 

OFF THE GRID
OFF-CAMPUS SAFETY

The Dean of Students Office and the Off-Campus Safety Committee 
encourage you to make safety a priority when choosing an apartment.

usf.edu/deanofstudents

Dean of Students Office
MSC 4301 

https://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/dean-of-students/index.aspx
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As a college student, the last 
thing on your mind is probably 
cleaning your apartment. When it 
comes to housekeeping, people can 
be a little extreme. Either they don’t 
clean at all, or they are scrubbing 
the floors constantly. It’s important 
to find a balance when it comes to 
keeping your home clean. If you’re 
too busy studying to clean and want 
to be efficient when you do have the 
time, here are some housekeeping 
tips that will help you along the way.

Create a Routine

Cleaning routines are a great way 
to make sure that your housekeeping 
is top notch. Your house will only 
stay clean if you are consistent with 
your chores. You would be surprised 
at how much dust can gather in just 
a couple of weeks.

Designate a day of the week 
that you will spend time cleaning 
your apartment. It’s also useful to 
schedule a certain amount of time 
that you will spend cleaning. This 
will help you from getting distracted 
while cleaning. To stay organized, 
make a to-do list with the tasks you 
would like to accomplish. This will 
help you stay on track and make 
sure that everything is done.

Deep Cleaning vs. Daily 
Cleaning

There are different levels and 
methods for housekeeping. It’s 
important to know the difference 
between a deep cleaning and a 
simple cleaning. A simple cleaning 
should be done once a week 
and involves straightening up, 
vacuuming, washing the bathroom 
and dusting. It involves a lot of 
surface cleaning. A deep cleaning 

consists of getting into the little 
crevices in your apartment that you 
may not think about. This includes 
dusting your blinds, washing 
baseboards and windows and 
dusting out air vents and ceiling 
fans. A deep cleaning doesn’t have to 
happen very often — once a month 
would be ideal.

Stock Up on Cleaning 
Supplies

When it comes to housekeeping, 
you’ll need some supplies to make 
sure your home is truly sparkling. 
You should keep a cabinet or bin 
stocked with cleaning supplies like 
dusting spray, bathroom cleaner, 
glass cleaner, Swiffer pads and 
whatever else you think you’ll need. 
If you want to save some money 
or are in a pickle when it comes to 
housekeeping day, there are some 
cleaning products that you can 
make with ingredients right from 
your kitchen.

Glass Cleaner – For mirrors, 
windows, and glass surfaces, mix 
vinegar and distilled water in a 
spray bottle. For a nice scent, add 
a few drops of essential oil to the 
mixture.

Bathroom Cleaner – If you need 
a quick bathroom cleaner, mix 
together one cup of vinegar, half a 
cup of baking soda and hot water 
and leave in the tub for five minutes. 
After that, add some more hot water 
and leave for another five minutes. 
Drain the tub and rinse.

Makeshift Dust Rag – If you’re 
out of dust rags and you need 
something quick, grab a pair of 
fuzzy socks and wipe down the 
surfaces. Simply throw the socks in 
the wash and they’ll look new again.

Get Rid of Foul Smells

Have you ever walked into your 
kitchen and wondered what that 

awful smell was? It’s probably your 
trash can or the garbage disposal. 
Many people don’t think of cleaning 
these items out. If you do start to 
smell something foul, there are 
some home remedies to get rid of 
it. For a garbage disposal, throw half 
a lemon and some ice down it and 
turn it on. For a smelly trash can, 
you can make your own deodorizing 
disks to get rid of that nasty smell of 
old food.

Set Daily Cleaning Goals

Rather than waiting for the 
weekend to get your housekeeping 
chores done, set some daily cleaning 

goals for yourself. They can be as 
simple as making sure all of the 
dishes are done before you go to 
sleep and picking up your clothes 
off the floor every morning. Little 
tasks like this can really make a 
difference overall during your busy 
schedule. A good rule of thumb is 
that if it will only take a minute or 
two, don’t put it off. You’ll feel much 
better knowing it’s done rather than 
thinking about it all day.

Do What You Can

While keeping a clean house is 
important, it shouldn’t stress you 
out. Your parents probably taught 

you to keep your room clean and set 
standards for cleanliness. However, 
if you cannot keep up with their 
standards, set your own. Clean what 
you can and do not put pressure 
on yourself for your housekeeping 
habits.

If you are too busy to clean, you’re 
probably too busy to think about 
decorating and furnishing your 
apartment as well. CORT Furniture 
Rental takes the stress out of making 
your home feel like home by 
bringing you all of the essentials for 
making your student housing feel 
comfortable with their furniture.

Keep it simple when cleaning your home
By Brittany Loeffler
U L O O P

 If you need a quick bathroom cleaner, mix together one cup of vinegar, half a cup of baking soda and hot water and 
leave in the tub for five minutes. SPECIAL TO THE ORACLE
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http://boardwalktampa.com/
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As college students, we often 
don’t have the biggest living 
spaces. Many students live in 
dorm rooms or tiny apartments. 
Even if you live in a small space, 
you can still make the most of 
your storage. Here are a few ways 
to maximize your storage in a 
small space. 

Take advantage of the 
furniture you already have

You likely already have 
furniture you can use to help 
you optimize storage in a small 
space. For example, a dresser set 
or a wardrobe in the bedroom, 
or the entertainment set in the 
living room. These pieces of 

furniture are the perfect place 
to store your items, especially 
clothes, accessories, and shoes 
(for the bedroom), or your 
collection of Blu Ray discs (for 
the living room). To get the most 
storage out of these items, keep 
them organized and decluttered. 
When your storage space is 
organized, it will be easier to 
find your items. Using furniture 
you already have is a great way to 
optimize your storage in a small 
space.

Take advantage of “hidden 
storage spaces” around the room

If you take a look around your 
room, you might find there are 
many “hidden storage spaces” 
in various places. For example, 
underneath the bed. This is 
hidden enough that you won’t 
always see it (especially if your 

bed has a bed skirt), but big 
enough that you can store a few 
things there. Use these hidden 
storage spaces to optimize your 
storage space in a small room, 
and, of course, keep it organized.

Opt for “double duty” 
furniture

There are many pieces 
of furniture that can be both 
aesthetically pleasing and 
functional for storage space. For 
example, storage ottomans can 
open up to hold items inside, but 
they also make a great addition 
to your room décor). We will 
call these “double duty” pieces 
of furniture. If you have a small 
space, try to use as many of these 
types of furniture as you can. 
Using furniture that can also 

serve as storage is a great way to 
optimize your storage space in a 
small room.

Use as much of your closet 
as you can

Many people don’t fully take 
advantage of the closet space 
they have. Personally, I know I 
don’t, since I only use the bottom 
part of my closet. If you want 
to optimize the storage space 
you have, you need to use as 
much of your closet space as 
you can. You can use organizing 
shelves or racks to hold your 
accessories; you can use a double 
or triple-decker shoe rack to hold 
your shoes. If you have the same 
problem I do, buy a step stool so 
you can reach the top shelf of 
your closet. All these strategies 

will open up more closet space 
for you and will allow you to 
optimize your storage.

If you are really tight on 
space, you will need to use every 
single storage space you can. 
Surprisingly, the back of the door 
can function as storage. If you 
have many accessories, you can 
use the back of the door to store 
these items. A shoe rack for the 
back of the door is a perfect 
idea, or use a command strip to 
hold up your bags. If your room 
is small, you can use decorative 
pieces that can help you store 
items and make the room look 
bigger. 

Clearly, you can still make the 
most of your small space to be 
able to store all your items. You 
simply need to better optimize 
your storage space. 

Reduce clutter with storage 
By Alyssa Laffitte
U L O O P

https://beachnboardsfest.com/
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FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

@usforacle

Lincoln Memorial University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate, baccalaureate, masters, specialist and doctorate degrees. Contact the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Lincoln Memorial 
University. Lincoln Memorial University’s off-campus site in Tampa Florida, is located at: 3102 East 138th Avenue, Tampa, FL 33613. This site is licensed by the Florida Commission for Independent Education, 
License No. 5738. Additional information regarding this institution may be obtained by contacting the Commission at 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1414, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400, toll-free telephone number 
(888)224-6684. The nursing programs available at the Tampa site are accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing, Inc.

IS NURSING YOUR NEXT STEP?
 You’ve got options. Explore opportunities at LMU in Tampa.

• 100% NCLEX-RN Pass Rate
• Small cohorts
• State-of-the-art facilities
• Advanced technology
• Qualified & caring faculty
• Exceptional placements
• Early clinical experience
• Located at AdventHealth 

Tampa Health Park
• LMU’s nursing program 

has more than 40 years of 
experience training nurses

https://www.macdintons.com/
https://www.pamperyourpeach.com/
https://www.instagram.com/usforacle/
https://www.lmunet.edu/academics/schools/caylor-school-of-nursing/tampa-site.php
https://twitter.com/usforaclesports?lang=en
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APARTMENTAPARTMENT
AMENITY SPOTLIGHTAMENITY SPOTLIGHT

The Ivy has officially premiered all the newest 
industry-changing renovations! With a newly 

renovated fitness center, outdoor theater, outdoor 
poolside cabanas, and a private Starbucks lounge, 

being a resident will feel like having a private 
membership to the best spot in town! With fully 

furnished, all-inclusive apartments and 
unbeatable rates, you got yourself a deal! We are 

leasing for Fall 2020- call us NOW at 
813-984-7222! Visit www.LiveTheIvy.com for more 

exclusive photos!

THE IVYTHE IVY

42 North is packed full of amenities that fit your busy life-
style. Our apartments are fully inclusive in the price, fully 

furnished with plenty of storage space and 
provide free parking for every resident. Our 

community is fully renovated and is built to make you feel 
right at home. Not only does 42 North have some of the 

biggest bedrooms around USF, we also 
provide access to three Bull Runner stops. You and your 
friends will love our brand new fire pits, 24-hour fitness 
center, updated clubhouse with free printing, hammock 

garden, jacuzzi and renovated pool, 
complete with gas grills for you to enjoy.

42 NORTH42 NORTH

Here at Boardwalk, we have an awesome 
play-action pool and party-size hot tub. We also 

have a fully-equipped fitness center with state-of-
the-art cardio and weight equipment. Our 

clubhouse also includes a game room, a 
business center with 8 computer stations, 

high-speed Internet and 
printing/faxing capabilities. All of this is open 24/7 

and is free to all residents! FREE transportation 
to and from USF. Deposit $225 and get your first 

month for $400, if you apply by 05/31/2020.”

BOARDWALKBOARDWALK UNION ON FLETCHERUNION ON FLETCHER

CAMPUS PALMSCAMPUS PALMS
Come check out the Campus Palms 

clubhouse! Sit back and enjoy watching or 
gaming on our new HD smart TVs or 

challenge your friends to a game of billiards on 
our newly

 re-felted pool table. Our clubhouse is available 
for hosting events, with a dining area 

accessible at the tenants’ leisure. Feeling 
energetic? Our fitness center is located right 

next door and offers a host of equipment and 
healthy snacks to enhance your fitness 

experience.

Here at Union on Fletcher, we offer amenities 
worth bragging about. You will have two 

refrigerators in your kitchen (four bedroom 
floorplans), access to our two-story fitness 

center, resort-inspired pool, study lounges on 
each floor level, outdoor courtyard with 

hammocks and firepit, and so much more. 
From the easy access to campus to

 exciting resident events, we are certain Union 
on Fletcher is where you will make lifelong 

friendships, grow and 
succeed as a student!
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https://gousfbulls.com/
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Specials of the week
MONDAY - GYRO $5.99MONDAY - GYRO $5.99

TUESDAY - 10% USF DiscountTUESDAY - 10% USF Discount  

WEDNESDAY - FALAFEL $4.99WEDNESDAY - FALAFEL $4.99  
THURSDAY - 10% USF DiscountTHURSDAY - 10% USF Discount

FRIDAY - CHICKEN $ 5.99FRIDAY - CHICKEN $ 5.99

813-849-5050 | 2734 University sq Dr TAMPA, FL

CARROLLWOOD, SOUTH TAMPA , TRINITY, WESTCHASE OLDSMAR, ST. PETE

https://www.livetheivy.com/
https://www.are-pitas.com/
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Public Relations Student 
Society of America!

Join the

Walter E. Griscti Chapter

Meetings are every 
Thursday at 6 p.m. in CIS 1046!

Follow us @USFPRSSA

Interested in public relations?
Interested in internship 

opportunities?
Interested in networking?

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

@usforacle

When you live on your own, 
there are so many necessities 
that you might forget to buy or 
might not have because they are 
so little.When you lived in your 
parent’s home, all those small 
items are conveniently in the 
home, from garage gadgets to 
weird things under your sink.

Moving into a place, a lot of 
us don’t normally think about 
the small things first. We 
normally think about the big, 
bulky necessary items, like a 
couch, bed, washing machine/
dryer, etc. Though those items 
are certainly important, little 
items that can make your day-

to-day life convenient definitely 
come in handy and shouldn’t be 
looked over.

Here are the top five things 
you should have under your 
sink, guaranteed to make your 
life easier.

1. Extra Sponges: Unless 
you exclusively use paper or 
styrofoam plates, sponges 
are a necessity to have under 
your sink. Sponges obviously 
help to clean your dishes and 
glasses, but sponges are also 
great to clean your countertops 
or tough to remove grime on 
your stovetop. If you wash dishes 
frequently, sponges can get nasty 
pretty quickly, so stocking up on 
extras is a smart move.

2. A Multipurpose Cleaner: 
Let’s face it, kitchens just by their 
nature get dirty. You’re cooking 
food, preparing meals and 
assembling lunches which can 
sometimes end in a total mess. 
After the day is over, you don’t 
want to be left with a kitchen 
riddled with crumbs, dirt and 
leftover food. A multipurpose 
cleaner is perfect to disinfect and 
wipe away all the mess of the day.

3. Essential Oils: Essential 
oils aren’t just good for putting 
in a diffuser, they’re also great 
for a number of other purposes, 
such as getting rid of annoying 
bugs that may be invading your 
home. John Mease, a home 
inspector in Atlanta noted in an 

article by Lambeth Hochwald, 
“If mice and bugs are a constant 
bother, try placing essential 
oils such as lavender and cedar 

or bug-repelling plants such 
as mint around the house to 
discourage these annoying pests 

 Essentials for your new home 
By Alicia Geigel 
U L O O P

n See ESSENTIALS on PAGE 13

A plastic bucket is a great multi-use item that can function as a 
storage container as well as something to catch a leak under your 
sink.SPECIAL TO THE ORACLE

https://usf.campuslabs.com/engage/
https://www.instagram.com/usforacle/
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Wine
Wednesday
1/2 off Wine Bottles and Glasses

14947 Bruce b. downs blvd. Tampa, fl 33613
acropolistaverna.com   813.971.1787.

& 1/2 off Appetizers 

from entering your space. Sure, 
vinegar helps, too, but it doesn’t 
smell nearly as good.”

4. A Magic Eraser: I don’t 
know what exactly is in these 
special white sponges, but they 
are seriously nothing short of 
magic. Magic erasers are known 
to get even the most stubborn or 
difficult of stains off with little 
to no effort. When accidents 
happen, a magic eraser is always 
there to clean it up.

5. Drain-O: Our sinks can’t run 
perfectly forever. Every once in 
a while we’ll run into a problem 
with our sink draining properly. 
When the food gets clogged up 
in the drain and the water doesn’t 
go down, Drain-O is your friend. 
Something great to have under 
your sink.

6. Garbage Bags: Sometimes 
there are those weird items 
that you don’t have a space for. 
Garbage bags are definitely those 

items. You might have a garbage 
can under your sink, or you 
might have one elsewhere in your 
kitchen, regardless, your garbage 
bags can be out of the way under 
your sink and available when you 
need to use them.

7. Mini Tool Kit: Whenever 
a problem arises, the greatest 
frustration most of the time is 
not fixing it, but finding where 
your tools are. A mini tool kit has 
all of the tools you need to solve 
those simple, everyday problems 
like a screwdriver, scissors, pliers, 
a wrench and a hammer which 
can make tackling that problem 
much less stressful.

8. Cleaning Gloves: Getting 
down and dirty with your hands 
doesn’t feel the greatest, which 
is why cleaning gloves are your 
friend. They keep your hands 
protected from gross grime 
and are easily replaceable once 
they’ve reached their end. One 
of those little, but useful, under-
the-sink items.

9. Plastic Bucket: A plastic 
bucket is a great multi-use item 
that can function as a storage 
container as well as something to 
catch a leak under your sink.

10. Dish Soap: An obvious but 
important item to have under 
your sink, dish soap is useful 
for cleaning your dishes, pans 
and also cleaning surfaces when 
your spray cleaner can’t do the 
trick. Melissa Maker of Clean My 
Space writes, “Any time ‘warm, 
soapy water’ is called for, this is 
what you want to use. A small 
squirt goes a long way. Not only 
does it cut grease, it removes 
surface dirt and won’t harm or 
stain delicate surfaces.”

Sometimes a lot of our 
problems can be solved by only 
the simplest of solutions. When 
moving into your new space, 
you are bound to forget some 
of the important essentials, but 
that doesn’t mean you’ll never 
get them. 

ESSENTIALS
Continued from PAGE 12

https://www.42-north.com/
http://www.acropolistaverna.com/
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https://campuspalmsapartments.com/
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https://goodbusinesscolorado.org/startyourbusinesshere
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lease nowFOR FALL 2020

Tour a model apartment at our 
temporary leasing office: 

2734 E FOWLER AVE

Contact the office for current specials!  813.261.4091 

UnionOnFletcher.com

http://www.uniononfletcher.com/
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